
WASHBURN
Heritage Centre

Churchyard Secrets Revealed

The core of our theme from January to April 2017 
is the Fewston Assemblage – which means the 

remains and artefacts which were found when the 
site for the Heritage Centre was excavated in 2009-
10. Scientific research combines with social history 

to tell a unique story.

We hope you’ll enjoy some events and drop in to 
see the exhibition.

Contact...

Events take place at Washburn Heritage Centre, unless otherwise stated www.washburnvalley.org

From January to March 2017, our tea 
room is open on Sundays from 11am to 
4pm, then from April it's Saturdays and 
Sundays from 11 to 4.30. We serve a 
range of light lunches and renowned 
home-made cakes. We use local produce 
when we can, and are walker, cyclist, dog 
and pushchair friendly.  

How do I contact the Centre and book 
onto an event?
Washburn Heritage Centre
Fewston, Harrogate HG3 1SU

Tel: 01943 880794
Email: centre@washburnvalley.org
Website: www.washburnvalley.org
Twitter: @Fewstonchurch
Facebook: /washburnheritagecentre

Advance booking and payment is required 
for all our events: cheques to Washburn 
Heritage Centre please.

Private bookings
We are always happy to discuss the use of 
the Centre for family functions, business 
meetings etc.

The wedding rings of Grace Hutton, reburied 
with her in September 2016

Weekday Walks...
These walks start at the Centre at 9 am 
and include a tasty 2 course lunch with 
tea/coffee, finishing by about 2 pm. 
Sorry, but no dogs. £12.50 per person, 
£10 members.

Children of the Mill
Tuesday 14 February
Walk by the reservoirs and the river to 
explore the industrial history of 
Blubberhouses, passing the site of the huge 
West House Mill and its ponds, below the 
work house and the apprentices' houses. 
Some fine views: 5.5 miles.

A tale of two churchyards
Thursday 23 March
Hear about the churchyard closure and a 
bit of old Fewston, then walk to explore 
Meagill Lane cemetery, finishing with a look 
round Fewston churchyard and its 
surroundings. Less than 3 miles, mostly 
roads but some farm and field tracks. 
Plenty of history!

Before the reservoirs
Friday 28 April
Follow some paths used for centuries, past 
Scow Hall and Jack Hill Lane to Dob Park 
Bridge, and then follow the Washburn back 
via ancient woods and farmland. Medium 
grade walk, about 6 miles.

Sunday Stroll...
A grave situation: exploring Fewston 
Churchyard
Sunday 29 January, 11.00am – 2.30 pm 
Enjoy coffee and biscuits on arrival, then 
tour the churchyard to see some of the 
fascinating inscriptions on the headstones 
and the site of the Fewston Assemblage 
reburials, before a welcome drink and a 
satisfying 3 course lunch. Cash bar. £24.00, 
members £19.50.

So – what’s on, again?
Wed 11 Jan  To New York ... or Otley?

Wed 18 Jan  Rising from the abyss

Fri 27 Jan  'When I am laid in earth’

Sun 29 Jan  Sunday churchyard stroll

Sat 4 Feb  Stepping out of line

Tues 7 Feb  Six feet under?

Tues 14 Feb  Children of the mill walk

Thurs 23 Feb Bare bones to biographies

Sat 4 Mar  Wire workshop

Wed 8 Mar  Two osteology talks

Tues 14 Mar  Victorian novels

Tues 21 Mar  Structured light scanning

Thurs 23 Mar Tale of two churchyards

Fri 31 Mar  April Fool supper

Thurs 6 Apr  Heads up! talk

Fri 7 Apr  A Victorian Easter wreath

Fri 21 Apr  Weavers, work and worry

Thurs 27 Apr Basket weaving workshop

Fri 28 Apr  Before the reservoirs walk



Book your place now, call 01943 880794 or email: centre@washburnvalley.org

Talks...
Unless stated, the talks take place at the 
Centre from 7.30 - 9.00, with home-
made refreshments, and cost 7.50, 
members £6.

To New York, Chicago, Wakefield or 
Otley? - Wednesday 11 January 
It is well known that local 19C men 
Robinson Gill and Robert Collyer migrated 
to New York and Chicago, but how did they 
get there?  Gillian Waters, our professional 
archivist, investigates how people travelled 
to and from the Washburn Valley in the 
19th C.  

Rising from the abyss
Wednesday 18 January 
In 1882 local historian and poet Thomas 
Parkinson commented that "Fewston, as a 
village, has gone into the abyss of the 
past.” In the second of Gillian's talks she 
explains why Parkinson's words could not 
be further from the truth.

Six feet under?
Tuesday 7 February 
Malin Holst (York Osteoarchaeology Ltd) 
describes burial practice in the medieval 
and post-medieval period from an 
archaeologist's perspective, using examples 
from northern England, including Fewston. 
Common and unusual rituals will be 
investigated, also funerary fashions, and 
artefacts recovered from graves and their 
meaning. 

Talks...
From bare bones to biographies – 
investigating life in the Valley
Thursday 23 February 
Dr Anwen Caffell: The evidence of health, 
disease and injury preserved in the human 
skeleton can tell us about the lives of those 
who lived and died in the Washburn Valley.  
Full osteological analysis of the skeletal 
remains excavated in 2009-10 has shed 
light on local life during the post-medieval 
and medieval periods.  

Tales from teeth and toenails – 
techniques to explore bygone lives
From workhouse to mill: skeletal 
evidence for pauper apprentices 
Wednesday 8 March  7.00 – 9.30   
A double bill with an early start! Drs 
Camilla Speller, Michelle Alexander and 
Rebecca Gowland will explain what we 
now know about life in the Valley through 
their osteological research. £10.00, 
members £8.00.

Human remains – another dimension
Tuesday 21 March 
David Errickson of Teesside University talks 
about how structured light scanning is 
used to document human remains before 
reburial.

Heads up! The background story to our 
facial reconstructions
Thursday 6 April 
Professor Caroline Wilkinson, Director of 
Face Lab and Liverpool School of Art and 
Design, takes us through the many stages 
of developing the reconstructions of 
George Lister and Elizabeth Dibb.

Workshops...
Another wire workshop with Chris Moss
Saturday 4 March 9.30 – 4.00 
Chris returns for another workshop: come 
and make a lovely pair of doves or pigeons. 
Quick workers might make a second pair, 
costing just £5 more for materials. Includes 
homemade refreshments and a delicious 2 
course lunch. £75, members £60.

Our favourite Victorian novels
Tuesday 14 March 7.30 – 9.00
Join us for an informal evening's discussion 
about our favourite novels and what they 
tell us about Victorian society. Feel free to 
suggest your own favourites. Light 
refreshments and a cash bar. £7.50, 
members £6.

A Victorian Easter wreath
Friday 7 April 9.30 – 12     
Professional florist Daphne Wilson helps 
you make a Victorian style Easter 
decoration from your chosen flowers. 
Further details when you book. Home-made 
refreshments. £15, members £12.50.

Basket weaving 
Thursday 27 April 9.30 – 4.00 
Phil Bradley, professional weaver from 
Cockermouth who made a commemorative 
casket for us, will show you how to make 
your own useful traditional platter. Includes 
homemade refreshments and a delicious 2 
course lunch. Price £75, members £60.

Music & Suppers...
“When I am laid in earth….”
Friday 27 January  7 – 10pm        
Isabelle Chousmer-Kerr and Max Gregory 
present a recital of reflective music from 
Purcell and Handel to John Ireland and 
Vaughan Williams at one of our splendid 
suppers. £26.50, members £21.00.

Stepping out of line
Saturday 4 Feb 7.30 – 9.00
A return visit from the impressive Sound 
Company Men's Choir with musical drama 
of social protest through the ages.  The 
Kinder Scout Trespass, The Jarrow Crusade 
and more. No entry fee but please do 
book. Donations to Amnesty International.  
Cash bar.

April Fool! A supper of many surprises
Friday 31 March 7 – 10pm   
A several-course tasting menu with a twist 
– just to keep you guessing! Come and 
meet friends, or bring some with you to 
another of our lovely sociable suppers. 
£24.00, members £19.50.

Weavers, Work and Worry in the 
Washburn Valley
Friday 21 April 7 - 9.30pm
Another good fun evening of traditional 
songs with the Fewston Musick. Come 
along - and perhaps join in! Pie and peas 
supper, cash bar. £12.50, members £10.00.
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